


Thirty Years of Safe Drinking Water 


December 16, 2004 marked the 30" anniversary of the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). This has been the 
cornerstone for improving the quality of drinking water for all Americans. In carrying out the Act the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) established public health standards for more than 90 contaminants to 
protect the public from chemicals that can cause waterborne illnesses. 





‘The implementation of the SDWA has occurred on the federal, state, and local levels. These entities have 
ensured that the water supply is clean, safe and secure from acts of intentional harm. State personnel are 
making sure that water suppliers understand and implement regulatory requirements. Local water suppliers are 
there to make sure that water is available when the public needs it. Consumers are becoming more involved 
with trying to understand where their drinking water comes from and how it is treated by reading the annual 
report sent by the water utility. 

To celebrate 30 years of success the EPA will conduct an educational campaign throughout 2005 focusing on 
four themes: “Community Water Systems: The Backbone of Public Health”; “Protecting Sources of Drinking 





“Public Involvement in Safe Drinking Water”; and “Planning for the Future 


~ Information about these 





programs can be found at www.epa.gov/safewater/sdwa/30th/index.html 


Excerpted from EPA news releases December 16,2004 





EPA Self-Audit Policy 


‘The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) collects 
thousands of dollars every year from unannounced site 
inspections, When facilities receive these penalties they 
are well publicized. There is a way to avoid these 
inspections, in 1996 the EPA announced its final Audit 
Policy, which provides an opportunity to minimize or 
avoid penalties while correcting violations. 


Under the policy any regulated entity can self-audit, and 
disclose violations to the government within 21 days of 
completing the audit, correct violations disclosed within 
60 days of the disclosure, and file a report enumerating 
the violations found, the action taken to correct the 
violations and action taken to prevent recurrences. 


‘There are nine conditions that must be met to relieve the 
company of 100 percent of the gravity based penalty. 
Gravity based penalties are the punitive damages 
designed to be high enough to deter regulated entities 
from further violation. You can receive up to a 75 
percent reduction is you comply with all but the first 
criteria, 


‘Tremendous savings are possible by using the Audit 
Policy. A company can correct its environmental 
violations with minimal or no penalty and can 
demonstrate full compliance with applicable 
environmental laws. Continued on page 2 


Green Building 

Building owners in New England are discovering that 
building green does not only have environmental 
benefits but economic as well. There are two new 
buildings recently constructed on Massport property that 
demonstrate Massport’s commitment to sustainability, 
the Manulife Building in South Boston and the new 
‘Terminal A at Logan International Airpor. 


‘The Manulife Building is 420,000 square feet and cost 
approximately $140 million to construct. The building 
is one of the first in Boston to be certified to the national 
‘green building standards known as LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design). It was constructed 
with an innovative double skin glass exterior to make it 
more energy efficient. The glass will keep the heat out 
in the summer and retain heat in the winter. The 12" 
floor garden will provide insulation and decrease 
stormwater runoff. 


‘The second is the Terminal A Redevelopment project, 
‘one of the first Terminal buildings in the United States to 
be LEED certified, which includes a 371,905 square foot 
main terminal and a new 289,375 square foot satellite 
concourse. The project cost about $390 million to 
construct. The construction process included green 
technology, specifically involving the use of recycled 
‘materials, natural lighting, energy conservation plans 
and alternative fuel sources. The Terminal is expected 
to open in the spring of 2005. Continued on page 2 


Audit Policy 
Continued from page 1 


How can your company qualify for a self-audit? 


‘The following are the ni 





criteria that must be complied with: 


1. Systematic discovery — the violation must have been discovered by 
a systematic process (regular audits or environmental management 
system) 





Discovery must be voluntary — cannot be discovered as part of 

regular permit monitoring 

3. Violations must be disclosed promptly ~ must be disclosed within 
21-days of discovery 

4, Independent discovery and disclosure - before EPA likely would 


have identified the violation through its own investigation or based 
on information provided by a third-party 





5. Violations must be corrected in 60 days ~ extensions can be sought 
if requested in a timely manner 


6. Steps must be taken to prevent recurrence ~ the root cause of the 
violation must be examined 


7. No repeat violations — violations associated with a Notice of 
Violation or other enforcement mechanism are not eligible for 
protection under the program 

8. Excluded violations — such as those that result in serious actual 
harm, those that may have presented an imminent and substantial 
endangerment, and those that violate the specific terms of an 
administrative or judicial order or consent agreement 








9. Cooperation — the regulated entity must cooperate with the 
government 


‘The complete audit policy and additional information can be found at 
hutp:/hvww.epa.gov/compliance/incentives/auditing/auditpolicy. html, 








EnvireQuestion: 
(Question: Approximately how’muich of your homie’ nility Bill goes to 
heating and cooling? 


Ansiveriin the next issue: 





Quarter I Question: Which creates more pollution, the average car or 
the-uverage hore? 
HAniiver: The average hime 








Green Building Continued from page 1 

Planning up front is essential to constructing a green building. Site 
selection is the first most important choice that will be made. Using 
low VOC paints and flooring and recycled products are all choices to 
‘make up front, items that do not cost extra money but need to be part of 
the project plan. There are more options today to implement green 
building technology. 
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For Your 
Information 


Carbon Monoxide in 
Your Home 


The Facts 
What is Carbon Monoxide? 


Carbon monoxide (CO) is 
produced by burning fuel. Any 
fuel-burning appliance in the 
home is a potential CO source. 
Carbon Monoxide Clues You 
Can See 


+ Rusting or water streaking 
‘on vent/chimney 


* Loose or missing furnace 
panel 


+ Sooting 


* Debris or soot falling from 
the chimney, fireplace or 
appliances 

* Loose or — disconnected 
vent/chimney, fireplace or 
appliance 


* Loose masonry on chimney 
+ Moisture inside of windows 


Carbon Monoxide Clues you 
Cannot See 


+ Internal appliance damage 
+ Improper burner adjustment 


* Hidden blockage or damage 
in chimney 


Only a trained service 
technician can detect hidden 
problems and correct these 
conditions 


There are many things you 
should not do, such as, leave a 
car running in the garage, run a 
generator in the home or garage. 
Detailed information on carbon 
monoxide can be found at 
www.epa.gov/iag/pubs. 


